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While a few farm areas received sufficient
rainfall, most of llocos Region generally
experienced inadequate rainfall for rice and corn
at the prevailing nursery and reproductive
stages, respectively. For rice, the insufficient soil
moisture may have affected seed germination,
seedling emergence, and early crop
establishment, resulting in weaker seedlings and
uneven stand development. For corn, moisture
stress may have reduced pollination efficiency,
and grain filling, potentially leading to lower
yields. The impacts are expected to be more
pronounced in rainfed areas where
supplemental irrigation is unavailable.

The (SPEI-3) indicates that the region has
experienced considerably drier-than-normal
conditions over the past three months, mainly
attributed to the prevailing El Nifio condition.
Meanwhile, the extreme rainfall indices (RX1day
and RX5day) did not indicate any extreme
rainfall events that could have caused
substantial damage to rice and corn crops.
Although TD Ester contributed to increased
rainfall in some areas, these localized amounts
were generally insufficient to alleviate the
prevailing moisture deficit across the region.
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